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Jimmy Cobb performed as part of the Four Generations of Miles tounng ensemble that played at the Dakota Jazz Club in Minneapolis in 2012. The other musicians included Mike Stern, Sonny Fortune and Buster Williams. 

While Jimmy 
insists that 
his golfing 

days are 
over, he's 

still swinging. 
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##J u t ,, au ~as er isthebestwaytodescribeJimmy 
Cobb and, in 2009, the National Endowment for the Arts agreed and 
officially bestowed that honor on the drummer. 

Cobb is the only remaining musician who played on Kind of Blue, 
the most popular jazz album of all time. The member of the band to 
pass away most recently was the legendary leader of that session, 
trumpeter Miles Davis, who died 24 years ago. 

Band, at the festival's opening concert. 
"I played with Joey and guitar

ist Larry Coryell in Phoenix a couple 

He'll also be sitting in with an old 
high-school pal of his wife, Elena: 
jeweler Abbot Taylor, whose band, 
Dry Heat, will be playing at the free 
day-long party of all kinds of music 
that the festival is throwing for the city, 
on Martin Luther King Day, Jan. 19, 
downtown. 

Jimmy and Elena are looking for
ward to spending two warm and sunny 
weeks at the festival, ensconced at 
the Arizona Inn with all the other big-

Cobb is also the only living musi
cian of the seminal John Coltrane al
bum, Giant Steps, which was recorded 
the same year as Kind of Blue. The year 
i959 was auspicious and also produced 
three other pivotal jazz releases: Dave 
Brubeck's Time Out, Charles Mingus' 
Mingus Ah Um and Ornette Coleman's 
The Shape of Jazz to Come. Out of the 
20 musicians on these albums, Cobb is 
one of only four surviving members. 

of years ago and it was a ..-~----......,,.,._...., 

Cobb will be the guest of honor in 
Tucson this month as part of the inau
gural HSL Properties Tucson Jazz Fes
tival He will be "sitting in" with jazz 
organist and Phoenician Joey Defran
cesco, as well as with the award-win
ning Tucson Jazz Institute Ellington 

blast," Cobb said. "I've also 
heard great things about 
these high-school kids from 
Tucson who won the Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Essentially 
Ellington competition two 
years in a row. I've heard a 
lot of great high-school jazz 
bands and that's really hard 
to do!" 

Dinah Washington, the legendary jazz 
and blues singer, worked and lived with 

Jimmy Cobb in the early 1950s. 



Jimmy Cobb will be "sitting in" with the Joey 
DeFrancesco Trio at the Tucson Jazz Festival. 

name headliners like JD Souther, Billy 
Childs, Robert Glasper and Allan Har
ris. Who knows? Cobb might also sit in 
with some other bands like the Tucson 
Hard Bop Quintet, which is opening 
for Harris. It wouldn't be surprising to 
see him sit in with the Latin jazz fusion 
band, Aguamala, at the Rialto Theatre. 
He can play in most any style. 

"I always wanted to play in a band 
with bassist Ray Brown but I never got 
to play with him," Cobb admitted. "But 
we did play golf together!" 

festh' I Hig ights 
The HSL Properties Tucson Jazz 

Festival will be held at various ven
ues around Tucson from Jan. 16-28. 

Jimmy Cobb will appear with the 
Joey Defrancesco Quartet and with 
the Tucson Jazz Institute Ellington 
Band at the Fox Tucson Theatre to 
kick off the Festival on Jan. 16. 

Cobb also will appear with Dry 
Heat at the Festival's free day-long 
Downtown Jazz Fiesta, on MLK Day, 
Jan. 19, on a stage at the comer of 
Fifth and Toole avenues, at 4 p.m. 

Other highlights of the Festival 
include: 

Burt Bacharach, Jan. 28, at the Fox 
A Tribute to Nat King Cole with 

Allan Harris, Jan. 25, at the Fox 
A Big Band Brunch Tribute to 

Frank Sinatra, with Joe Bourne and 
Big Band Express, Jan. 25, at the 
Westin La Paloma 

Saluting the Clarinet Kings, with 
Dave Bennett and the Jeff Haskell 
Trio, Jan. 21, at Crowder Hall, UA 
School of Music 

JD Souther and Billy Childs, Jan. 
24, at the Fox 

Visitwww.tucsonjazzfestival.org 
for more information, or call the Fox 
Tucson Theatre at 347-3040 for tick
ets. 

-Yvonne Ervin 

Good genes account for his longev
ity, Cobb said. "And I didn't do a lot of 
things that maybe some other people 
did," he added, alluding to the fact that 
he and saxophonist Cannonball Ad
derley were the only players on Kind of 
Blue who were never hooked on heroin. 

In fact, it was Philly Joe Jones' 
addiction that got Cobb the gig with 
Miles. "Cannonball was telling me to 
hang out with the band because Joe 
wasn't showing up to some of the gigs," 
Cobb recalled. When Jones didn't make 
it to play in Boston, Miles called Cobb 
at the last minute, and Jimmy became a 
permanent member of the band. 

"He knew I was going to be on time 
and didn't use drugs. On top of that, 
I could play a little bit," the drum.mer 

said, modestly. "I learned how it could 
be good every night, because you had 
such great players, and I enjoyed being 
around them. Like Miles used to say, 'It 
was the best time I ever had with my 
clothes on!"' 

Cobb recorded Porgy and Bess and 
Sketches of Spain with Miles before 
Kind of Blue. At the time, not even 
Miles himself had any idea that the 
latter could have the longevity to sell 
well more than one million copies in 
just the past io years. Its success still 
confounds Cobb. "It was just another 
good Miles Davis album to me. What 
can I tell you? It was about the change 
in the music from chord changes to the 
modal thing," he theorized. "It has an 

continued on next page 
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There's a world 
of difference 
in our shop! 

UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION CENTER 
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SUPPORTING UNICEF SINCE 1975 

Back then, life and death 

was less complicated. 
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'JAZZ MASTER' continued 
appeal to almost everybody, whether 
or not they like jazz. I can't explain it." 

In the 56 years since Kind of Blue, 
Cobb has played with a long, impres
sive list of jazz musicians. Cobb, Paul 
Chambers and Wynton Kelly, the 
rhythm section heard on "Freddie 
Freeloader" from that album, backed a 
variety of people, from Wes Montgom
ery to Al Cohn and Zoot Sims. Cobb 
weathered the leanest years in jazz
the 197os-playing behind the great 
vocalist Sarah Vaughan. 

"It was beautiful," he said of his 
nine years with the "Divine One." 
"That band took a path outside of the 
little jazz clubs. She played in audito-

riums and hotel ballrooms and Vegas 
and those kinds of places. Sometimes 
we opened for Frank Sinatra." 

While Jimmy insists that his golf
ing days are over, he's still swinging. 
He'll celebrate his 86th birthday at a 
festival sponsor reception in his honor 
before the Jan. 20 concert by pianists 
Armen Donelian and Angelo Versace, at 
the Arizona Inn. 

DL 

Yvonne Ervin is a local freelance writer 
as well as the producer of the HSL 
PJ·operties Tucson Ja....."'Z Festival. Com
ments fo1· publication should be ad
dressed to letters@desertleaf.com 

·-----------------------------·-------------------------·-- ------·-------------------· 
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Despite being on the National Register of H1Stonc Places, 
Rill1to Downs now faces an annual threat of demolition. 

is the relationship he's building with 
the University of A.lizona's Race Track 
Industry Program, which is widely re
garded as the best program of its kind 
in the nation. Weiss himself is an alum
nus of the program and he says it has 
produced several noteworthy names 
in just about every aspect of the racing 
world. It also plays host each Decem
ber to the largest horse racing confer
ence in North America-what Weiss 
calls a "who's-who" of the industry. 

Both parties were still ironing out 
the details of the agreement as of press 
time, but Doug Reed, director of the 
UA's Race Track Industry Program, 
said he was excited about the opportu
nity to see his students "getting their 
hands dirty" at Rillito before starting 
other professional internships. Reed 
also talked about tying certain classes 
to what is happening at the Downs by 
having his marketing students create 
and track the success of a marketing 
strategy for a weekend of races, or by 
putting the race management class to 
work in the offices of the actual track. 

Wells' mixed-use dreams for Rillito 
are even bigger still than his ambitions 
for Rillito Racing. He has already at
tracted the Sunday Heirloom Farmers' 
Market to Rillito, from St. Philip's Pla
za, and a permanent, shaded pavilion 
has been constructed at a cost of about 
$350,000. 

He hopes to convert the former 

OFF!' continued 
burnt-adobe abode of J. Rukin Jelks
where Wells and his wife are currently 
staying-into what Wells calls the 
Museum of the Western Horse and 
Rider, then tum the original barn into a 
conference hall, build seven more soc
cer fields (bringing the total to 11) and 
even install several resort casitas on 
the property. Ultimately, however, he 
would like to see RPF talce over man
agement of the property altogether 
so that he could package event costs 
like parking, concessions, security 
and insurance for event planners, at a 
bundled discount. 

Though Wells' sights are clearly on 
the long run, much ofRillito's future 
still hangs in the balance. But when it 
comes to the grand schemes and sheer 
optimism of the RPF and its team of 
industry experts, at the very least they 
appear to have hit the ground running. 

The 2015 racing season at Rillito 
opens Saturday, Feb. 7, and continues 
every weekend through April 11. More 
information can be found at Rilli
toParkFoundation.org. 

DL 
Craig Baker is a local freelance writei: 
Comments for publication should be 
addressed to lette1-s(ii)desertleaf.com. 

New Pm1nershlps Forged 
As the Desert Leaf was going to 

press, Jaye Wells, director of the 
Rillito Park Foundation, announced 
that the University of Arizona's Race 
Track Industry Program has officially 
partnered v.::ith Rillito Downs to de
velop it as a working lab for its stu
dents. El Charro is teaming up with 
Rillito to provide food and beverage 
on site. And, the 2015 racing season 
will include El Moro de Cumpas race, 
with a $60,000 purse-the largest 
prize ever offered at Rillito Downs. 

- Craig Baker 
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Inaugural Jazz Festival Brings Swing to Tucson 

By Chuck Graham 

Fletcher ~kCusker wants to make 
Tucson cool again. He figures a jazz 
festival could put ome swing in the 
city's step and be a cata lyst for stining 
up downtown business in J anuary. 

" f've been involved wiLh the Telluride 
J azz ,Festival for about 10 years," said 
l\.lcCusker, board chairman of Tucson's 
R io Tuevo district and a vigorous ad\'O
cate for dowmown business. "That one 
started small just like tbi~ one. l'\'e seen 
the impact a festi\'aJ like this can have." 

''The mayor decided he wanted to 
hm·e a downtown j azz festival in J anu
ary, specifically to boost tou1ism," said 
Yvonne Ervin, who left her j ob at the 
U niversity of Arizona to become exec
uti,·e director of the inaugural Tucson 
J azz Festi"al, set for J an. I 6-28. 

" In February we always have the gem 
show and the rodeo. In March there is 
Tucson Festival or Books," said Ervin. 
"But there is nothing in Janual): I said 
if you can raise SI 00,000 in ix weeks, 
1'JJ q uit my job and do the fesd,·al." 

T hey did and she did. That was last 
summer. 

By the middle of September au Lhe 
acts were booked . J\ lost famou~ among 
them is songwrit.er Burt Bacharach, not 
exactly a jazz monster but certain to sell 
a lot of tickets. 

The more proper j azz fat includes or
gan master J oey De Francesco \\~th leg
endary drummer Jimmy Cobb, Gram
m) -winning \'Ocatist Dianne Ree\'es, 
jazz noir fiugelhorn romantic Dmitri 
J\latheny, 1920s traditionalistS The 
H ot Sa rdines octet and tasteful crooner 
Allan Han is with a tribute lo al 
" King" Cole. Reeves and T he H ot 

ardines are Apre ems roncens and 

www.BizTucson .com 

Bacharach is presented in conjunction 
\\ith the Rialto T heatre. 

Coming from way outside the main
stream is young Robert Glasper, pianist 
and innovator, expe1imenring ..... ~ th j azz 
hip-hop fusion, R&B and other ener
getic blends. 

Herc to represem tl1e hipper side of 
rock 'n' roll are songwriter J D Southe1; 
\\"ho made essential contributions to the 
Eagles, working in a jazz duet setting 
\\ilh pianist/composer BiJJy Childs. 

"\\'c wanted th e list lo ha\'ejazz cred
ibility, first of all," said Dan Coleman, 
music p ublisher and the fe:.ti,·al's ro
artistic director. "But we also wanted to 

appeal to the \\iciest possible audience 
to establish the festival as an annual 
event." 

~fost e\'ents in Tucson's Oedgling 
festival will be held in the ci ty's heart 
along the stretch or Congress Street go
ing east from the Fox Tucson T heatre lo 
tJ1e Rialto T heatre and Club Congress. 

Eager to take the credit as instigator 
for getting jazzy with Tucson's "brand" 
is EIJiot Glicksman, a local lawyer and 
frequent fundraiser for many causes. 

"I've always been a big jazz fan," he 
said. " My dog is named Miles Da\is. I 
kept telling the mayor a jazz fest would 
be great for the cit): \\'h at inspired me 
initially was seeing the quick growth of 
the book fair." 

Early this year, Glkksman took his 
longtime friend ~fayor J onathan Roth
schild to a northside nightspot to hear 
a jazz group that included pianist and 
UA music faculty mcmber JelfHaskell. 
Wouldn't you know, H a.skcU brought 
a long longtime friend En i n. 

continued on page 45 >>> 
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HSL PROPERTIES 
TUCSON JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Friday, Jan. 16 
8 p.m. at Fox Tucson Theatre 
Jimmy Cobb with Joey Defrancesco 
Quartet & Tucson Jazz Institute 
Ellington Bond with Arco Iris 
Sandoval 

Saturday, Jan. 17 
8 p.m. a t Riolto Theatre 
Robert Glasper Experiment 

Sunday, Jan. 18 
7 p.m. at Fox Theatre 
Dianne Reeves 

Sunday, Jan. 18 
8 p.m. a t Club Congress 
Dmitri Ma theny Jazz Noir 

Monday, Jan. 19 
Free concerts downtown 
11 a .m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 20 
8 p.m. at the Arizona Inn 
Armen Donelion 

Wednesday, Jan. 2 1 
7:30 p.m. at Crowder Holl 
Tribute to Benny Goodman with 
clarinetist Dove Bennett and the 
Jeff Haskell Trio 

Thursday, Jan. 22 
8 p.m. a t Rialto Theatre 
Latin Jazz Night 

Friday, Jan. 23 
8 p.m. at Fox Thea tre 
The Hot Sardines 

Saturday, Jan. 24 
8 p.m. Fox Theatre 
JD Souther with Billy Childs 

Sunday, Jan. 25 
7 p.m. a t Fox Theatre 
Allon Ha rris Long Live the King 
Nat "King" Cole tribute 

Wednesday, Jan. 28 
7:30 p.m. at Fox Theatre 
Burt Bochoroch 

www.tucsonjozzfestivol.org 

\\'inter 20 t 5 > > > Biz Tucson 43 



continuedji·om page 43 

Thal very evening ideas were Lossed 
around and pieces started clicking inLo 
place. The mayor said he would be hon
orm)' chairman. Glicksman and friends 
raised the SI 00,000. En in changed her 
life to be the executive direcLor. 

Haskell a11d Coleman sLeppcd up 
as Lhe festival' co-artistic directors 
and before you could ask "who's the 
headliner?" Humberto Lopez of H L 
Properties said he would sign on for five 
years as the title sponsor. Thl· 13-day 
event's official name became the HSL 
Properties Tucson jazz Festival. 

En1n is best remembered for jump
ing imo the Oedgling Tucson j azz So
ciety as director in the late 1970s \\hile 
still a UA music student. In 198 I, Tj 
founded and cominued Lhe Prima,·
era festival, cclebraLing women in jazz, 
which became Lhe nation's longrst run
ning annual women's jazz fest, endur
ing more than 20 years. 

In 1993 in 1 ogalcs. the binhplace of 
legendary bassist Charles l\lingus, Er
vin organized thaL ciLy's annual j azz on 
the Border: The l\ lingus Festival, which 
has become an annual evenL. 

By 1998, \\hen En in left for New 
York C it); she had built Tj into one of 
the count!) 's largesLjazz societies. 

ln New York, £n·in's fundraising ef
forts broughL in more than $10 million 
for various social sen ice agencies work
ing LO prevent Leen pregnancies, help 
homeless people with AID and other 
causes. 

" l'\'e known Yvonne a long timt'," 
~kCusker said. " I knew if she wa~ in
volved in a Tucson jazz festival, iL would 
happen. he is so connected ... 

\ \ 'ithout giving lhe reaMie\\ mirror 
a econd look, ErYin plunged ahead, 
drawing up a S-l-00,000 buclgeL and lin
ing up sponsors. Organi7.ationally die 
festival is operating under tl1e umbrella 
of the TJ , which will receive 8 percent 
of all sponsorship dollars. 

"\ \ 'e know from our own swdies that 
each person at the festival will probably 
spend about $30 on nonevent expenses 
such as dinner, parking and so on," said 
i\IcCusker. "\\'hat made Tellu1idc suc
rcs fol was the concert e\·ents ended at 
9 p.m., so afterward cvc1Tbody wem LO 
local restaurants and bars for mart' mu
sic, food and drink. 

'" ·Ve're hoping thal happens here." 

www.BizTucson.com 
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JAZZ IN JAN! 
HSL PROPERTIES TUCSON JAZZ fESTIV AL 

The mission of the firstH5l.Prope11iesTUcson Jan Festival is to 
present jazz of all genres, to bring thousands of people to historic 
downtown, and to attract new winter visitors to sunny Tucson. 
The festival runs from Friday, Jan. 16 unta Wednesday, 
Jan. 28, 2015; the average daytime high temperature 
during that same rune In 2014 was 745 degrees. The 
Festival Is, primarily, a downtown event with loalions 
at the historic Fox and Rialto thfftns. A free outdoor 
Downtuwn Tucson Fiesta will be held on Martin 
Luther King Day, Jan. 19, with two stages featuring local 
musicians. 

"We've Rned up some of the very best jazz artists from around the United States 
and locally." said Yvonne Ervin, Executive Director of the HSL Properties Tucson 
Jazz Festival. "There wlll be a little bit of something for everyone, and January In 
Tucson is the perfect time of year to enjoy and celebrate jazz music!" 

"The Intention Is to bring thouSilnds of people downtown. Increase use of 
the streebr, and attract tourism during the wlntl?r season; said Tucson Jazz 
Festival Steering Committee Member BDot 
Glldlsman. 

The special guest artist for the festival is 
drummer Jimmy Cobb, who will turn 86 
during the festival An NEA Jazz Master, 
Cobb is the only living member of the Miles 
Davis band that recorded "Kind of Blue; 
the most popular jazz album In history. 
Cobb will perfonn with the Tucson .Jau 
lnstltirte -•rd-winning Ellington band 
and the Jo.y Defrancesco group at the 
opening concert (Jan. 16). Alumni of the TJI 

January 2015 Events 

"Musicians who grew up in Arizona and are 
making their careers In jazz in New York C ity and 
elsewhere will be featured in special concerts." 

The festival will be promoting ·.1ur In Jan. mr the entire month 
beginning atmidnlghtonJan. 1, with"Rlck Braun's New Year's Eve" 

at the JW Marriott Starr Pan Raort. The festival will 
also support local jazz at restaurants and dubs in the 
two weeks leading up to the festival kick-off. 

Musldans who grew up In Arizona and are making 
their careers In jazz In New York City and elsewhere will 
be featured in special concerts: pianlstlvocalist Rachel 
Edtrodl, saJCOphonist Tony Malaby, and flugelhomist 

Butt B&charech 

Dmitri Matheny. Eckroth plays in The 
Meredith Vieira Show's house band on NBC, 
and she released an album tit1ed "Let Go" 
earlier this year. 

The liestival will end on Jan. 28 with a special 
joint production between the Rialto Theatre 
and the FestlVill: the legendary composer 
of pop and jazz standards, Burt Bacharach, 
will take the Fox stage with his 11-piece 
ensemble. Bacharach has written more than 
600 songs, and more than 70 Top 40 hits; 
the 86 year-old is known as one of the great 
melodists of the 20th century. 

lnfonnation can be found ilt 
tuc:sonjaufutivaLorg 
or call 520-42~53. 

Photos courtesy of HSL Properties Tucson 
Jazz Festival 

Bfington band will appear with the big band: Jimmy Cobb •••I--
Arai Iris S.ndoval, piano. who is making a name for herself in NYC. Ala w.atz. 
saxophone. who has composed a piece mr the band. and popular local favorite, 
Mu Goklsdimld who plays everything! •••·--:: 

Highlights of the festival include a unique perfonnance on Jan. 24 by jazz pianist ••Pio-I. 
BlllyChlldsas special guest with singer/songwriter JD Souther, who ls best known 
for penning hits for the Eagles. The Grammy Award-winning Robert Glasper - ---
Experim91lt, whose aossover hrt "Blade Radio" won for best R&8 album in 2013, ...... 

MONDAY, JANUARY 19 
11 A.M. 10 5 P.M. 

will lllke the stage at the Rialto on Jan. 17. Jazz llOCilllst Alan Hanis will sing a Ml.I. STAGE AT TOOLE »11> fFnl Avau: 
Tribute to Nat 1\aig• Cole at the Fax ThMtTe on Jan. 25; the opening band will be 11 A.H. SOOnlwEsT SOllL Cm.curr WIT8 KtvJi AND T.lHIS81A lfAMu.TOH 
the Tucson Herd Bop Quim.t (featuring trumpeter Jason carder and saxophonist 12 P.11. GmRa How.uo &No 
Brice Winston) with special guest guitarist O.ve Stryker. 1 P.H. CUsrAL STAU wmt Tiii: PtTI: SWAN 'hi<> 

Two UA Presents jazz shows at the Fox Tucson Theatre, with vocalist Dianne 
Reews and The Hot Sardines, are included as part of the festival lineup. 

In a special arrangement with the Consul of Mexico In Tucson. the festival will 
present ln12rnational Contemponiry Jazz with Aguarula at the Rialto Theatre on 
Jan. 22. 

IIATURJ!«i H.u GOl..maiHro ••k2 P.H. MAN1l:cA 
···~3 P.H. RAFAD. HoRENo Y DEsc.ttGA. 

4 PX UNllfJI. TOAD -~-- ,. ... n 

l••r----wtlll SPDli1. GUIST, Jff'ff C0. llO RTCAGt TITU& 
INS U RAPIC:l ----- - . ------~-......... -----

Tucson happenings.com s 



Attracts Big Names and {Hopefully) Tourists, too. 
by Craig Baker 

PUT AN UNFAMILIAR wind instrument in the hands of twenty-year-old Max 

Goldschmid and, an hour later, he can show you how to play it. He says it's 

been like that since he was ten years old. Goldschmid, who will reprise his 

role as a mult1-instrumentallst with the Tucson Jazz lnstitute's award-winning 

Ellington Band at the Tucson Jazz Festival this month, says he was attracted 

to the genre because of the level of freedom it provided him, and he's not the 

only one. 

Co-owner of the Tucson Jazz Institute, Brice Winston, says that when you're 

playing iazz music at the highest level, you are able to "rise above your tradi
tional roles of what it means to be a bass player or a drummer or a piano player 

or a horn player." When you move past individual Improvisation and begin 

"1mprov1sing as a group," Winston says that the band 1s "commun1cat1ng and 

playing music in a way that it can never be duplicated," and those moments are 

what have kept him coming back for more after all these years. 

Like Goldschmid, Winston began his love-affair with iazz at a young age, 

picking up the flute in his elementary school band here in Tucson at age ten, 

then transitioning to the saxophone in iunior high. "And the rest was history, I 

guess," he says. His chops on the sax took him from Tucson to New Orleans, 

barring a single semester in 1989 at Cal State Northridge. He stayed in NOLA 

for sixteen years, returning to the Old Pueblo after Hurricane Katrina for the 

simple reason that he needed a place to live. And though the jazz scene here 

might not be quite what it 1s in the Big Easy, Winston insists that the local scene 

1s growing and, as 1t grows, "it's getting better all the time." As such, there is no 

doubt in his mind that the first annual Tucson Jazz Festival will help to bolster 

that growth. 
"I'm ecstatic," says Winston of the addition of nearly two fu ll weeks of live 

jazz to the Tucson performance calendar, "and I have to say that I did not ex

pect the festival to be of this size and this scope ... it's way more than I would 

have ever expected." The festival which runs from January 16 28 at a num

ber of venues around the Tucson area, most of which are downtown- boasts 

big names like Burt Bacharach, Jimmy Cobb, and Tony Malaby and promises I 
to draw plenty of tourists 1n a time when that particular economic sector 1s at 

an inexplicable low here in town. 

Yvonne Ervin, Executive Director of the Festival and a self-described "re

covering saxophonist," says that she and her partners working to promote the 

shows "have really been hyping" the incredible weather here across national 

markets in an attempt to draw jazz fans in from colder climes. At the same 

time the festival would have run had 1t begun last year, for example, she says 

the average temperature here in Tucson was a comfortable 74.5 degrees, com
pared to 20 degrees in Chicago. And It's not iust the opportunity to wear shorts 

and sandals that will bring the tourists to this event: says Ervin, "We've got jazz 

from all over the spectrum," from her so-called "hometown kids done good" 

like Winston, Malaby, and Goldschmid to last year's Best R&B Album Grammy 

Award-winner and current repeat nominee, Robert Glasper. 

And though you might not be fully immersed yet in the jazz world yourself, 

Winston insists that the festival 1s your chance to dive in. "A lot of people may 

not know who some of these artists are," he says, "but these are some of the 

hottest artists m jazz right now." He says that, should you decide to go to the 

festiva l, you can expect that your "horizons are going to expand a little bit." 

You don't need to be a connoisseur or a virtuoso to take something with you 

from the jazz festival either-especially when performances cover the gamut of 

access1b11ity from the free multi-performance show downtown on Martin Luther 

King Day to brunch at the posh La Paloma Resort. "In order to appreciate jazz," 

says Goldschm1d, "you don't have to know the theory-you just have to listen to 

the sounds and interpret them of your own accord." 

Can you dig that? Of course you can. 

More information about the Tucson Jazz Festival and tickets are available at 

TucsonJazzFesl1valorg. 
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J JAZZ 
Local Jewish musicians jazzed about fest iv al 

CRAIG BAKER 
Special to the AJP 

t's cool. It's funky. And, if you ask local 
m usician, producer and owner of 
11:11 Studios, Mike Levy, its rhythm 

can be visualized something "like an egg 
rolling" - slightly off-kilter, yet quasi
sober - "steady, but swinging:' he calls it 
We're talking about jazz and, later this 
month, Tucson is putting on its largest 
showcase ever for the genre during the 
first annual HSL Properties Tucson Jazz 
Festival. 

The festival will take place Jan. 16-28, 
with names like Burt Bacharach, JD 
Souther, Billy Childs and Robert Glasper 
performing in near-nightly shows at such 
venues as the Fox Tucson Theatre, Rialto 
Theatre, Hotel Congress and The Screen
ing Room downtown. There will also be 
two jazz brunches in the Oro Valley area 
over the course of the event and a free-to
attend show downtown featuring multiple 
artists on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 
19. The festival promises to be a draw for 
tourists across the nation during a time 
when Tucson traditionally experiences a 
bit of a lag in tourism. 

Roscoe Freund 

Jews have a long history of high profile 
players in the jazz game - one-time 
household names such as Benny Good
man, Artie Shaw and Stan Getz- which 
is one reason the Nazis made a push to 
ban jazz from German airwaves during 
World War JI. Jazz is also perhaps the most 
free-form of all types of music, another 
off-putting factor for dictators looking to 
suppress freedom of expression. 

Roscoe Freund, a local door and win
dow salesman by day and emphatic jazz 



Mike Levy 

Max Goldschmid 

drummer by night, says of playing with his 
band, "we're all adhering to a certain struc
ture, but what happens inside that struc
ture - and outside of it - is completely 
dependent on what the musician is think
ing and feeling at the moment. Jazz," he 
adds, "starts with the same rules that other 
types of music have, but it expands on the 
rules:' 

If you ask a musician how it feels to im
provise a tune in front of an audience, most 
suggest that there is something transcen
dent about playing jazz music in particular. 
Max Goldschmid is a 20-year-old prodigy 
of brass and wind instruments who claims 
that, given between 30 minutes and an 

hour with an unfamiliar instrument, he 
can "figure out how to play two-to-three 
octaves on the chromatic scale with it" 
Goldschmid says that, for him, playing jazz 
"is sort of like a meditative state-one that 
allows me to basically abandon all thought 
and outside stress and stimuli and become 
one with the music and nothing else. If the 
music is really good," he says, "then nothing 
else exists:• 

Levy explains that he likes "those mo
ments that come off choreographed, but 
improvised. It's a high when that hap
pens." Levy, who recently finished record
ing his fifth album alongside his wife, 

Sec Jazzed, page 12 



JAZZED 
continued from page 11 

Theresa, under the moniker Nossa 
Bossa Nova, seems as much in need 
of music in his life as oxygen, food or 
water. "I consider all good music .to 
be a reflection of divinity," he says. 
Playing and writing music have 
helped him to work through his 
toughest times - he wrote his Holo
caust-inspired symphonic piece, 
"Shoah," for example, in the weeks 
following Sept. 11, 200 I whµe living 
within walking distance of Ground 
Zero in New York City. 

Levy is not the only one who has 
experienced the therapeutic benefits 
of jazz music. Birks Works key
boardist and Jewish Federation of 
Southern Arizona President and 
CEO Stuart Mcllan says that his jour
ney through jazz started somewhat 
late, but that it was nonetheless a 
transformative experience. Though 
he had played piano throughout his 
life and had always been a fan of jazz 
music, Melian didn't actually start 
learning to play jazz until after he was 
widowed as a young man. "I was 
doing grief therapy,'.,. says Mellan, 
"and after a while I decided I would 
make a shift and spend the money I 

was using on grief therapy on juz les
sons." Apparently the decision paid 
off. "People say that I look happy 
when I play," he says, adding that his 
"mind is completely in the moment" 
when he does so. 

Mellan points out that although 
Jews have been attracted to the arts in 
all forms through the ages, "There is 
something in (jazz) music, sort of an 
element of mood, that comes from 
Middle-Eastern and cantorial music 
that resonates (with Jews)." Logisti
cally, he says "it's sort of this tension 
between the minor and major keys,'' 
though the real nature of the rela
tionship seems to go much, much 
deeper. 

"When you're playing and you 
capture that nectar - that lightning 
in a bottle," says Freund, "you are 
connecting in such a way and feeling 
in such a way that it can't be anything 
but spiritual. That's the reason most 
musicians play- because they get a 
taste of that sweet nectar; just con
necting with the energy of the cos
mos." And, thoUgh the endeavor is a 
lighthearted one, Freund insists that 
it's serious business. "(Playing) in a 
jazz band, you connect with the souls 
of other people," he says. 

Goldschmid, referencing the 
Leonardo DiCaprio film, "Inception," 

explains that playing jazz is kind of 
like creating a dream: "It's simultane
ous perception and creation:' he says. 
"You're creating the music as it hap
pens." And that, in effect, builds on an 
ever-changing musical dialogue be
tween band members, composers, 
and, of course, those tapping their 
toes to the radio or in the crowd. 

Melian says that because of the on
the-fly nature of the genre, to be a 
jazz musician "you have to be a good 
listener" - a truth that he says carries 
over from his life tickling the ivories 
into his career as a community leader 
and his faith as a Jew. "I think there is 
this aspect of feeling like part of a 
community where people support 
each other that exists in my work, and 
also in my Jewish identity, and in my 
music," says Mellan. And-jazz &ns 
or not - that's something we can all 
appreciate. 

Tucson Jazz Festival tickets 4rt avail
able at TucsonJazzFestival.org, Freund's 
band llJ1Petl!S Sunday nights at the Old 
Pueblo GriUe on A1vernon Way; Gold
schmid appears at Pastiche Sunday 
nights; Birks Works performs Saturdays 
at Vero Amore m Plar.a Palomino; Levy's 
most .recent Nossa Bossa Nova release, 
including the Hebrew track "Maoz Tzur," 
is availabk at www.,Nossalk>sANova. 
com. 



Inaugural Tucson Jazz Festival 
The Inaugural Tucson Jazz Festival runs 

from January 16 until January 28. The av

erage daytime high temperature during 

that same time in 2014 was 74.5 degrees. 

The festival is, primarily, a downtown event 

with locations at the Fox and Rialto the
atres and a free Downtown Tucson Fiesta 

on Martin Luther King Day, Jan. 19, with 

two stages featuring local musicians. 

The special guest artist is drummer 
Jimmy Cobb, the only living member of 

the Miles Davis band that recorded "Kind 

of Blue.• Highlights of the festival include 

a performance on Jan. 24th by Billy Childs 

JtJ., 
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and JD Couther. The Robert Glasper Exper

iment will take the stage at the Rialto on 

Jan. 1 "11". Allan Harris will sing a tribute to 
Nat "King• Cole at the Fox Theatre on Jan. 

25111, with the Tucson Hard Bop Quintet 

(featuring Brice Winston) opening, and 

special guest Dave Stryker. 

tucsonjazzfestival.org 

36th Festival International de Jazz de Montreal 
The 35ih edition of the Festival Inter

national de Jazz de Montreal will take 
A few different prizes will be awarded, 

as they are each year, such as the Ella 
place from June 26 through 
July 5, 2015. Look forward 

to performances from Jes

se Cook. Snarky Puppy, The 

Stanley Clarke Band, Steven 

Wilson, The Bad Plus with 

Joshua Redman, Bebel Gil

berto, Eliane Elias, and Dee 

~~ 
dAZZ 

Fitzgerald Award rewarding 

vocal talent, the Miles Da

vis Award acknowledging 

International Jazz Careers, 

the Oscar Peterson Award 

rewarding exceptional con

tribution to Canadian Jazz, 

and the Antonio Carlos 

DE MONTREAL 

Dee Bridgewater. There will also be a 

tribute to Piaf by Richard Galliano and 
Sylvain Luc. 

Jobim Award rewarding an artist in the 

domain of world music. 
montrealjazzfest.com 

Katz Named To Berklee Board of Trustees 
Berklee College of Music has named 

Joel Katz. a leader in the field of enter

tainment law, to its board of trustees. Katz 

is former chairman of the American Bar 

Association's Entertainment & Sports Sec

tion. His clients are some of the world's 

most well-known entertainers, produc

ers, record labels, concert promoters, 

and Fortune 500 companies, including 

Kenny Chesney, Julio Iglesias, Willie Nel

son, Ludacris, Michael Jackson's estate, 
the Country Music Association, Dick Clark 

Productions, and the National Academy 

of Recording Arts & Sciences (NARAS). 
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"As I have spent my entire work

ing life in the entertainment and mu

sic business, being now included on 
Berklee's board will give me a chance to 

give back even more to an industry that 

has been so good to me,• said Katz. "I 

look forward to working with the school 

administration, the teaching and pro

fessional team, and of course the stu

dents. I hope to be able to give of my 

experiences in the artistic community 
directly to the students." 

berklee.edu 

121hAnnual 
Panama Jazz 
Festival 

The 12111 Annual Panama Jazz Festi
val will be held January 12111-1"71",2015 

at the City of Knowledge in Panama 

City and the recently founded Dani
Io's Jazz Club, located at the Amer

ican Trade Hotel in the Old Quarter 

of Panama ........ PANAMA 

~i:~d l~~ ,~~zz 
ers for the FESTIVAL 
year's festi- __. 

val Include "" 
founder and 

artistic director Danilo Perez and his 

recently assembled Children of the 
Light Trio, featuring bassist John Pat

itucci and drummer Brian Blade, who 

is also the first Resident Artist of the 

Festival. The festival honors multi-in

strumentalist Eric Dolphy, whose fa
ther was Panamanian. 

Additional headliners include 

the Benny Golson Quartet, Ruben 

Blades, Miguel Zenon, Pedrito Marti
nez, Omar Alfanno, Brian Blade and 
The Fellowship Band, Patricia Zarata 
with her band MapuJazz and special 
guest singer Claudia Acuna, and Phil 
Ranelin and Matt Marvuglio giving 

a special tribute to Eric Dolphy. Ger

man duo Uwe Kropinski & Michael 
Heupel will be featured, as well as in

ternational artists and clinicians such 

as Richie Barshay (USA), Ehud Ettud 

(Israel), Tom Patitucci (USA), Jorge 

Perez (Peru), Kevin Harris (USA), 

Marco Pignataro (Italy), Ricardo del 

Fra (France), Orion Lion (Chile), Shea 

Welsh (USA), Sissy Castrogiovanni (It

aly), among others. 
panamajazzfestival.com 

ticketplus.com.pa 


