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The Tucson Jazz Festiva~ debuts with women who make sweet music and history 
I 

he trope of a female jazz singer 
is often defined under one 
te= canary. The canary comes 
out in a flowing dress, belting 
out songs of love and loss with 
a band of musicians behind 
her. While that's traditionally 

been the role of women in the genre, that 
idea no longer dominates the conversa
tion regarding women in jazz today. 

Take, for instance, Rachel Eckroth, who 
will be performing at the Tucson Jazz Fes
tival at the Screening Room on Tuesday, 
Jan. 27, at 7:30 p.m. The New York City by 
way of Phoenix singer-songwriter says 
more and more she sees women as instru
mentalists and not just vocalists. 

"It's a different path that's just gener
ally what men have done for a number 
of years:' she says. "Out here there are 
so many great women instrnmentalists 
though." 

Starting out, Eckroth took an opposite 
approach to jazz than one might assume. 
Beginning as a pianist, it wasn't until later 
in her performing career that she began 
singing. As a singer and instrumentalist, 
Eckroth says she has a sort of freedom 
and self-suf!iciency that lends to her 
music. 

"I think there's more opportunity in 
that," she says. "For me, being able to ac
company myself is cool because I already 
know what I want to hear. It just elimi
nates one step." 

For her Tucson Jazz Festival Set Eckroth 
will be performing with two other musi
cians as a trio, including Jerome Jennings 
on drums and David Cutler on bass. Her 
modem 'take on jazz is founded on impro
visation, whether she's playing on her own 
or interactingwith other musicians. 

"When we do the show live, it's a 
completely different animal because we 
open the songs up for a lot of improvisa
tion," Eckroth says. "That's important for 
me because I don't think I could perform 
something the same way over and over 
again-I would get really bored" 

Whether she is performing classics, 
writing her own music, or covering mod
em pop hits as Eckroth did on her new 
EP "Makeover," which features covers of 
the Black Keys' "Tighten Up" and Sam 
Smith's "Latch;' she sees improvisation 
as the cornerstone of creativity in music 
and the reason jazz traditions need to be 
upheld for future generations. 

"I think [jazz] is important because it's 
an improvisational art;' she says. "To keep 

creativity in music you need the music 
that is in itself creative all of the time." 

Similarly, jazz legend Dianne Reeves 
sees the genre as important because of 
its openness to everyone, which has only 
increased since she started her career in 
the'Bos. 

"There's a stronger feminine voice out 
there on all the instruments. It's exciting 
to see because you always knew they were 
there but now you really get to see it," she 
says. 

"Each generation brings a viewpoint 
that is unique. These women !re very 
independent in terms of how they perform 
and write music," she says. '1t's all coming 
from them and it's a voice you haven't re
ally heard before:' 

Reeves says that while the greats like 
Ella Fitzgerald, Nina Simone, Billie Holi
day and Sarah Vaughn inspired her when 
she started, she sees modem performers 
like Esperanza Spalding and Lalah Hatha
way leading the way today. 

"You love them for all different reasons," 
Reeves says. "You can say you love fruit 
but I don't know if I'd say I love apples 
more than bananas. These musicians are 
all bringing something so unique:' 

Although there are really only three · 
women headlining the festival, with her 
performance at Fox Theatre on Sunday, 
Jan. 18 being one of the bigger events, 
Reeves says she doesn't tend to look at it 
that way. 

"We have to all come together because 
what makes me better is inevitably going 
to make you better:' she says. "It's impor
tant now to inspire young women to lead 
the way which in tum inspires men to 
view them as equals-it's not a conversa
tion just one side needs to be having." 

However, for Miz Elizabeth of the Hot 
Sardines, the conversation was very natu
ral When her band formed, it started as 
her and band.leader Evan Palazzo. Unlike 
Reeves and Eckroth, the two were simply 
jazz enthusiasts and began playing profes
sionally as a result of their music obses
sion. 

"I wasn't a musician at all:' Miz Eliza
beth says. "I was someone who sang in the 
shower:' 

Since then, the Hot Sardines have 
grown to include five other performers, 
including a tap dancer. When performing 
live, the full band has an explosive sound 
that's heavy on improvisation and high in 
energy. Miz Elizabeth says combining that 
creativity with the audience's energy is 

where the "joy button goes into overdrive." 
"There are jazz acts that really appeal to 

your brain and want you to sit and think 
about it," she says. ''That's not our. ap· 
preach primarily-we're primarily trying 
to get your heart and your soul-and yt>ur 
booty." 

Though she is the only female in the 
large group, she says she doesn't really 
ever feel singled out. 

"One of the great things about jazz is 
that I don't know that it has those same 

gender parameters as pop or rock," she 
says. "I feel like it can be kind of demo
cratic-€veryone gets on the bandstand 
and everything else melts away." 

You can watch it all melt away when the 
Hot Sardines perform during the Tucson 
Jazz Festival on Friday, Jan. 23 at 8 p.m. 
at the Fox Theatre. For tickets and more 
information on the Hot Sardines: Dianne 
Reeves~ and Rachel Eckroth's performanc
es, visit www.tucsonjazzfestivalorg. • 



Jazz takes over downtown Tucson this 
week with the inaugural HLS Properties 
Tucson Jazz Festival, bringing 12 days of 
music from Friday, Jan. 16 to Wednesday 
Jan.28. 

If you're working downtown on Monday. 
Jan. 19, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., be sure to. 
catch the free downtown jazz fiesta, which 
fills the streets with local and visiting 
performing. For more information on the 
festival and to purchase tickets, visit tuc
sonjazzfestival.org 

The festival formally kicks off with 
Junmy Cobb with the Joey Defrancesco 
Quartet Tucson Jazz Institute Ellington 
Band on Friday, Jan. 16 at the Fox Tucson 
Theatre. Cobb is a legendary jazz drum
mer and NEA Jazz Master and the only liv
ing member of the classic "Kind of Blue" 
band led by Miles Davis. Joining Cobb 
and Defrancesco is Tucson's Jazz Institute 

, Ellington Band comprised of high school 
musicians commuting from Nogales to 
Phoenix to study at this award-winning 
community music school Directed by 
Doug Tidaback, the band is the number 
one high school big band winner two years 
in a row of the national Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Essentially Ellington Competition 
Award 

On Saturday. Jan. 17, 8 p.m. at the Rialto 
Theatre is the Robert Glasper Experi· 
ment. Pianist Glasper studied at NYC's 
New SchooL and began performing with 
Christian McBride, Kenny Garrett, Terence 
Blanchard and Roy H!!rgrove. 

Grammy award winner Dianne Reeves 
performs Sunday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m. at the Fox 
Theatre. The vocalist has three consecu
tive Grammy Awards for Best Jazz Vocal 
Performance. 
· On Sunday. Jan. 18, at 9 p.m., Dmitri 
Matheny Jazz Noir performs at Club Con· 
gress. The Canyon de! Oro High School 
graduate, a fiugelhornist and composer, 
first entered the jazz scene in the 1990s. 

Pianist Armen Donelian performs at the 
Arizona Inn on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 8 p.m. in 
the Tucson Room. Donelian apprenticed 
in 1975 with Monge Santamaria, where he 
presided over the piano chair once filled 
by Herbie Hancock and Chick Corea 
Donelian has also explored his Arme-
nian roots in his music and recorded for 
several labels with the Middle Eastemjazz 
ensemble Night Ark 

On Wednesday, Jan. 21. 7=30 p.m clari· 
netist Dave Bennett pays tribute to Benny 
Goodman with the Jeff Haskell Trio (pre
sented in conjunction with the UA School 
of Music). 

Gabriel Espinosa and Hendrik 
Meurkens perform Thursday, Jan. 22, 7:30 
p.m at the Rialto Theatre. Espinosa, a Mex· 
icai:t bassist, and Meurkens, a German har· 
monica player and vibraphonist, recorded 
on the Zoho label Celebrando and Samba 
Little Samba in 2014-

The Hot Sardines, a 1920s-style jazz 
band, takes a blustery brass lineup, layers 
it over a stride-piano virtuoso in the Fats 

Waller vein, and ties the whole thing 
together with a female vocalist whose style 
is from another era The group performs 
Friday, Jan. 23, 8 p.m. at the Fox Tucson 
Theatre. 

JD Souther performs with special guest 
Billy Childs on Saturday, Jan. 24, B p.m at 
the Fox Tucson Theatre. Souther is often 
called an architect of Southern California 
sound having co-written many of the 
Eagles hits including "Heartache Tonight," 
'VictirnOf Love," "New Kid In Town," and 
Don Henley's "The Heart Of The Matter." 

Tony Malaby performs with his group 
Paloma Reico at the Screening Room on 
Saturday. Jan. 24, 10 p.m The tenor saxo
phonist and his group recorded the self· 
titled 2009 disc on New World Records. 
The blend of this group varies greatly from 
many of Malaby's otjier projects, in large 
part due to the presence of Ben Mender's 
electric guitar and the soundscapes he 
conjures, complemented by the off-kilter 
swing from bassist Eivind Opsvik and 
drummer Nasheet Waits. 

The Big Band Brunch takes place at 
Westin La Paloma on Sunday, Jan. 25, 11 

a.m. with a tribute to Frank Sinatra per· 
formed by Joe Bourne and the Big Band 
Express. Bourne was named best enter· 
tainer by Tucson Lifestyle magazine read· 
ers in 2012. Big Band Express was founded 
in l.994 by Tom Patrick and Dave Plank to 
promote and perform big band music in 
Tucson and southern Arizona 

Guitarist Dave Stryker joins Allan Harris 
and Tucson Hard Bop Quintet on Sunday, 
Jan. 25, 7 p.m. at the Fox Tucson Theatre. 
Harris, a vocalist, guitarist, arranger, writer 
and producer, has been described as "a 
relaxed and tasteful crooner" by Stephen 
Holden of The New York Times. Guitar· 
ist Stryker, who 26 CDs as a leader and 
another So as a sideman, has been voted 
as a top Jazz guitarist in the 2014 Down· 
beat Critics and Readers' polls, and the 
magazine did a feature on him in their 
June 2014 issue. 

On Tuesday. Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m., the Ra
chel Eckroth Trio performs at the Screen· 
ing Room. Eckroth, a pianist, vocalist and 
composer, was born and raised in the 
greater Phoenix area. She released her first 
solo album, Mind She is the pianist for the 
Meredith Vieira ShoW's house band and 
performs in the Tucson Jazz Festival with 
Jerome Jennings on drums and David 
Cutler on bass. 

The festival officially ends Wednes· 
day, Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m. at the Fox Tucson 
Theatre with the great Burt Bacharach (see 
page 22 for Eric Swedlund's interview with 
the music legend). His songs have been 
recorded by many jazz musicians, such as 
Stan Getz, Wes Montgomery, Diana Krall, 
McCoy Tyner and the Metropole Orches· 
tra If you don't know this man's work, then 
you've been living under a pop-music 
rock You just might find yourself singing 
aloni; and that wouldn't be a bad way to 
end a satisfying music festival. • 



Bacharach closes the Tucson Jazz Festival 
with a 12-piece band and all those well-loved 
hits 
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WHAT THE OLD PUEBLO NEEDS NOW 
Bacharach closes the Tucson Jazz Festival with a 12-piece band and all those well-loved hits 

By Eric Swedlund 
eswedlund@tucsonweekly.com 

BURT BACHARACH HAS WRITTEN 
so many hit songs that even performing 
just the biggest ones during a single show 
is a challenge. 

Since 1957, the legendary composer 
and songwriter has charted 73 top 40 hits 
in the United States, including some of 
the most memorable hits of the 1960s for 
artists like Dusty Springfield (''Wishin' 
and Hopin"'), B.J. Thomas ("Raindrops 
Keep Falling on My Head''), Tom Jones 
(''What's New, Pussycat?''), Jackie De
Shannon (''What the World Needs Now Is 
Love'') and Dionne Warwick ("Alfie''). 

Still performing, the 86-year-old will 
headline the closing night of the inaugu
ral Tucson Jazz Festival, leading a 12-piece 
band for a Jan. 28 show at the Fox Tucson 
Theatre. Knowing his fans come for the 
hits, Bacharach says he stuffs the setlist as 
full of them as possible. 

''We try to do as much music as we can 
do. That means we do some things in 
medley form, and that means you win a 
little and lose a little, but that lets us get to 
a lot of songs;' Bacharach says. 

As for the endurance of those hits, over 
so many decades? 

"That's a good question. It's been asked 
before. One, I don't know the exact an
swer," Bacharach says. "Maybe because in 
their original incarnation they were a little 
unusual, maybe a little different. Certain 
sounds were urban, sophisticated and that 
made it more durable. 

"I'm grateful for it. You can't predict 
something like that. You can't sit down 
and write a song, a piece of music and 
say 'Well I'm writing this because I want 
this to be heard in 20 years: You have no 
control over that," he says. 

"I think now if I wrote some of these 
songs that have lasted, if I wrote them 

now, would there be room for them on the 
spectrum of the way life is in the world of 
disposable taste? I have some doubt." 

Even for a song like ''What the World 
Needs Now Is Love" (which was fust re
leased in 1965 and saw renewed popularity 
in the 2000s via American Idol and Austin 
Powers), Bacharach says, the conditions 
had to be right to score a hit. 

"I don't know now," he says. "There's 
no radio to really help you. There used to 
be a climate out there you could break a 
song, say in Phoenix. A disc jockey would 
have license to be able to play something 
that he liked instead of what was on the 
top-25 list he got from headquarters with 
the other 150 stations that had the same 
owner. Radio play is almost nonexistent. 
The business is changing by the minute, 
what's available, what you hear, whether 
something breaks." 

Born in Kansas City, Bacharach grew up 
in New York, studying classical piano as 
a teen and later in college. After serving 
in the Armory during the Korean War, he 
started playing piano professionally, ac
companying singers like Vic Damone and 
Steve Lawrence and touring with Marlene 
Dietrich as her musical directory. 

"I kind of drifted. I was always into 
music. I didn't think I was very good or 
very talented. I had jobs playing piano or 
conducting. It was a way to make a living," 
he says. 

Soon he found his way into compos
ing, inspired by talented jazz performers 
and composers-Charlie Parker, Charles 
Mingus, Dizzy Gillespie and Thelonious 
Monk-who had upended the sound of 
their day. 

"There were people who opened a win
dow for me;' Bacharach says. ''They had 
this great sounding music. That certainly 
drew me into music, made me care about 
music, made me really appreciate loving 
what I was hearing, as opposed to liking 

Burt Bacharach 
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 28 

Fox Theatre 
17 W. Congress St. 

$45-$122 

547-3040; www.foxtucsontheatre.com 

what I heard" 
Soon, Bacharach was ensconced in what 

he would call New York City's "music 
factory," the Brill Building, where he met 
lyricist Hal David in 1957. Their writing 
partnership found its way to No. 1 in less 
than a year when Marty Robbins scored 
with his version of "The Story of My Life." 

The success for Bacharach-David blos
somed in the early 1960s. The legendary 
Dionne Warwick herself charted 38 sin
gles co-written or produced by Bacharach 
and David, including nine top 10 hits, like 
"I Say A Little Prayer," ''Walk On By" and 
the all-time classic "Alfie;' which Bacha
rach has called his favorite composition. 

Having published his autobiography, 
"Anyone Who Had A Heart," in 2013, 
Bacharach has a ready answer for the 
proudest moment in his remarkable 
career. 

''When you win an Academy Award
I've won three-that's an extraordinary 
moment, exceptional. The same with 
Grammys. But when you get the Gershwin 
award sitting next to the president of the 
United States, you have to say that was an 
honor," he says. 

The Library of Congress Gershwin 
Prize-created in 2007-had only been giv
en to Paul Simon, Stevie Wonder and Paul 
McCartney before Bacharach and David 
were announced as the recipients on Sept. 
27, 2011. The presentation ceremony at the 
White House included performances from 
a long cast of singers, led by Warwick and 
Wonder. 

''With the Academy, you win for a piece 
of work, whether a score or a song from a 
film," Baeharach says. ''With the Gershwin 
Prize, you're being honored for the totality 
of your work How do you top that?" • 
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TUCSON JAZZ FESTIVAL 

By Gerald M. Gay 
ARIZONA DAILY STAR 

Dianne Reeves took the stage 
in front of nearly 3,000 people at 
Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts in New York City on New 
Year's Eve. 

The jazz vocalist performed a 
series of Gershwin brothers clas -

sics alongside Broadway singer 
Norm Lewis, backed by her own 
band and the New York Philhar
monic. 

In a review of the show, the 
New York Times said Reeves 
"proved an endless font of inven -
tion, bending melodies, harmo
nies and rhythms to new shapes 
without ever falsifying the spirit 
or mood of the original!' 

She then returned to her suite 
with her friends and family and 
cooked some black eyed peas, 
rice and other comfort foods to 
celebrate the start of 2015. 

"Black eyed peas are meant to 
bring good luck:' Reeves, an avid 
cook, said in a phone interview 
last week from her hometown of 
Denver. "People had a ball. My 
suite had a very nice kitchen, so 
I was able to really rattle some 

pots!' 
We can only imagine 

what Reeves will prepare, 

JERRIS MADISON 

Dianne Reeves 

COVER STORY 

besides her usual mastery of jazz 
standards and original material, 
when she performs at the Fox 
Theatre Sunday as part of the UA 
Presents concert series and the 
Tucson Jazz Festival 

Reeves is arguably one of the 
finest jazz vocalists out there 
today with multiple Grammy 
Awards to prove it. 

She comes to town with her 
latest project "Beautiful Life:' re
leased in February of 2014 on the 
Concord Music Group label. 

The album, Reeve's first solo 
recording in five years, includes a 
blend of new works and interpre
tations of an eclectic mix of songs 
adapted to Reeve's own distinct 
vocal style. 

"Beautiful Life" kicks off with 
Marvin Gaye's "I Want You:' 
but also features Bob Marley's 
"Waiting in Vain:' Ani DiFranco's 
"32 Flavors" and Fleetwood Mac's 
"DreaIIlS!' 

"When a lyric speaks to you, 
you figure out how to make it 
work;' said Reeves, explaining 

how tracks from the album were 
chosen. "These songs, all of the 
artists, have been a part of my 
lif " e. 

The release features sit-ins 
from a who's who in contempo
rary jazz, including trumpeter 
Sean Jones, bassist Esperanza 
Spalding and pianist Robert 
Glasper. 

Glasper will appear at the 
Rialto Theater with his band, the 
Robert Glasper Experiment as 
part of the Tucson Jazz Festival on 
Saturday. 

The album also features ac
companiment from keyboardist 
and longtime Frank Zappa collab
orator George Duke on the track 
"Feels so Good (Lifted)!' 

Duke, who was Reeves' cousin, 
died from leukemia in August of 
2013. 

Reeves said she invited Duke to 
perform with him earlier that year 
at Carnegie Hall to lift his spirits 
after his wife, Corine Duke, had 
died the year before. 

While they were in the same 

tucson.com/entertainment 

IFYOUGO 
• What: Dianne Reeves in concert. 
• When: 7 p.m. Sunday. 
• Where: The Fox Tucson Theatre, 

17 W. Congress St. 
• Cost: $35·$65 through 

ticketmaster.com 

city, Reeves suggested they go into 
the studio and work on a track. 

"He was so excited to be in the 
show and do the record:' Reeves 
said. "We were celebrating being 
together!' 

Reeves said she was satisfied 
with how the album turned out. 
She has had time to evolve the 
music even further by touring it 
over the course of the last year. 

"The live versions end up being 
more powerful than the recorded 
versions:• she said. 

Contact reporter Gerald M. Gay at 
ggay@tucson.com or 807-8430. 



• Cost: $20-$65 through the Rialto • Events will also take place at Play- • When: 7:30 p.m. Bourne and Big Band Express 
box office. 740-1000. ground, 278 E. Congress St.. on the • Where: Rialto Theatre. • When: 11 a.m. 

Hotel Congress patio and at Elliott's • Cost: $20-$29 through the Rialto • Where: Westin La Paloma Ballroom. 
on Congress, 135 E. Congress St. box office. 3800 E. Sunrise Drive. 

Dianne Reeves • Cost: Free. • Cost: $82.50 through 
• When: 7 p.m. tucsonjazzfestival.org 
• Where Fox Theatre. The Hot Sardines • Allan Harris' "Long Live the King: 
• Cost: $35-$65 through Pianists Armen Donelian and Ange- • When: 8 p.m. Nat King Cole" with the Tucson 

Information on the artists and tickets ticketmaster.com lo Versace • Where: Fox Theatre. Hard Bop Quintet and Dave Stryker 
can be found at tucsonjazzfestival. • Dmitri Matheny Jazz Noir • When: 8 p.m. ·Cost: $30-$45 through • When: 7 p.m. 
orgonline. • When: 8 p.m. • Where: Arizona Inn. 2200 E. Elm St. ticketmaster.com • Where: Fox Theatre. 

• Where: Hotel Congress. 311 E. • Cost: $30 through • Cost: $15:$75 through the Fox box 
Congress St. tucsonjazztestival.org office. 

Jimmy Cobb with Joey DeFrances- • Cost: $22-$35 through the Con- J.D. Souther with guest Billy Childs 
co Quartet and the Tucson Jazz gress box office, 622-8848. • When: 8 p.m. 
Institute Ellington Big Band Clarinetist Dave Bennett with the • Where: Fox Theatre. Rachel Eckroth Trio 
• When: 8 p.m. Jeff Haskell Trio • Cost: $25-$90 through the Fox box • When: 7:30 p.m. 
• Where: Fox Tucson Theatre, 17 W. Jazz Fiesta - free jazz concerts • When: 7:30 p.m. office. • Where: The Screening Room. 

Congress St. showcasing local talent throughout • Where: Crowder Hall.1017 N. Olive • Tony Malaby and Paloma Recio • Cost: $25-$35 through 
• Cost: $15-$75 through the Fox box downtown Road on the University of Arizona • When: 10 p.m. tucsonjazzfestival .org 

office, 547-3040. ·When: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. campus. • Where: The Screening Room, 127 E. 
• Where: The Martin Luther King • Cost: $15-$35 through Congress St. 

stage will be at North Fifth Avenue tucsonjazzfestival.org • Cost: $25-$35 through Burt Bacharach 
Robert Glasper Experiment and North Toole Avenue. The Oon- tucsonjazzfestival.org • When: 7:30 p.m. 
• When: 8 p.m. Saturday nect stage will be held behind the • Where: Fox Theatre. 
• Where: Rialto Theatre. 318 E. Connect Co-working space at 33 S. Gabriel Espinosa and ·Cost: $45-$122 through the Fox 

Congress St. Fifth Ave. Hendrik Meurkens A tribute to Frank Sinatra with Joe box office. 



Bacharach bringing aU our favorite hits to Fox http://tucson.com/entertainment/blogs/caliente-tuned-in/bacharach-bringing-all-our-favorite-h ... 

1 of2 

Bacharach bringing all our favorite hits to Fox 
JANUARY 22, 2015 12:00 AM • BY CATHALENA E. BURCH 

Burt Bacharach has a confession: He doesn't really like the sound of his voice. 

VVhich is why he will wait for about an hour after his concert at Fox Tucson Theatre Wednesday 
night to join in. 

"I've got three terrific singers with me and I'm very careful where I sing, when I sing. I sing late in 
the show. Want to make sure I have the audience on my side," he said in an interview from his 
Los Angeles home earlier this month. "There's a certain kind of license, almost like a composer's 
license, a composer's right to sit down and sing the song as a composer or sing part of a song . 
... I don't want to overdo it. I don't love the way I sound." 

But Bacharach, the 86-year-old composer of 48 Top 10 hits and nine No. 1s, realizes there's 
something special about hearing a composer sing a song as they meant for it to sound. He might 
add a little more tempo to "Raindrops Keep Fallin' on My Head," than B.J. Thomas, who made it 
a No. 1 hit in 1969. Or slow down "(They Long to Be) Close to You," a song that earned the 
brother and sister duo The Carpenters their first Grammy Award in 1971 . And there are others -

"I'll Never Fall in Love Again," "What the World Needs Now is Love," "One Less Bell to Answer," "Promises, Promises," "This Guy's in Love 
With You," and "That's VVhat Friends Are For," which he cowrote with his former wife Carole Bayer Sager- that stand on their own. 

He has so many songs - many of them written with his longtime songwriting partner Hal David, that it's almost impossible to squeeze them 
into a setlist. 

"I try to give the audience as much as possible," he said. "We do a lot of medleys so at least I feel that if the audience is ... looking to hear a 
certain song ... we touch upon every one." 

Bacharach is one of America's greatest songwriters. His songs have earned a place in the Great American Songbook, alongside great 
songwriters George Gershwin, Cole Porter and Duke Ellington. 

02/13/2015 10:28 AM 



Bacharach bringing all our favorite hits to Fox http://tucson.com/entertainment/blogs/caliente-tuned-in/bacharach-bringing-all-our-favorite-h ... 
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Bacharach's career has spanned six decades and more than 500 songs, and he has no intention of slowing down. He has shifted his 
attention these days from pop radio and movie soundtracks to Broadway. His first was "Promises, Promises," based on the book by Neil 
Simon that ran on Broadway in the late 1960s and was revived in 2010. His most recent is "Painted From Memory," drawn from the album he 
and Elvis Costello released together in 1998. Chuck Lorre, creator of "Two and a Half Men" and "The Big Bang Theory," is writing the story. 

Bacharach and Steven Sater, a rising playwright, lyricist and TV writer, are reworking their musical "Some Lovers," which debuted at the 
Globe Theatre in San Diego in 2011. 

Bacharach said he might include songs from "Some Lovers" in the concert Wednesday, which is part of the inaugural Tucson Jazz Festival. 
It's one of several jazz festivals he will do this year. 

"It's a crossover thing. Are we playing jazz? No, not really. But are we playing rock and roll? No. It's a wide berth," he said. 

If you go 

What: Burt Bacharach in concert. 

When: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Where: Fox Tucson Theatre, 17 W. Congress St. 

Tickets: $45 to $122 through foxtucsontheatre.ticketforce.com 

Et cetera: The concert is part of the inaugural Tucson Jazz Festival. Find schedules and details at tucsonjazzfestival.org 

02/13/2015 10:28 AM 
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Dig this cat's lesson in jazz appreciation, daddio 

"What?" 

"Don't be a square, daddio. Gimme five." 

"Could you make change for a 1 O?" 

Toots rolled his peepers. 

JANUARY 16, 2015 6:00 PM • BY DAVID FITZSIMMONS 

'What's boppin', bobcat? " 

I cast my peepers on the stranger next to me at the bar. "Say what?" 

He lowered his black shades. "Heard what's buzzin' cousin? A jazz festival is blowing into 
Dullsville. By the time our town's jam session ends that Rattlesnake Bridge down the street will 
be swaying like a mesmerized cobra, daddio. Like a cobra! Can you dig it?" 

I ordered a shot of whiskey. "What's your name, stranger?" 

"Toots Pennington. Gimme some skin, man." 

I tipped my Fedora and looked him in the headlamps. "I got a kookie question rolling around my coconut, Toots." 

"What's that?" 

"Why hold a jazz fest in our Western wonderland in January?" 

"Why not? The world's greatest jazz musicians may be the coolest but they dig warmth, big daddy. And there's no place warmer than Tucson 
in January. And dig it, there's no people warmer than Tucsonans." 
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I sipped my drink. "That's swell." 

"Did you just say, 'Swell'?" 

"Um .... " 

"Really? 'Swell'? Big daddy, I'll bet the last time you used the word 'hip' in a sentence you were talking with your Maalox posse about hip 
replacements. It's time to get with it, daddio, and I'm the cat to show you the way! Stick with me and you'll soon learn the difference between 
a Miles, a Dizzy and a Mingus." 

I slammed my drained shot glass down on the bar and looked Toots in the eyes. "One's a unit of measure, one's a condition and the other's a 
skin disease." 

Toots tugged on his soul patch. "How did I cop a squat next to such a square? For nearly two weeks this town is going to be jumping with the 
sweetest swinging jazz west of New Orleans, Frankfurt and Paris, so you best dig some jazz appreciation courtesy of yours truly. 

"Jazz was born in black America before your grand daddio was born. Heh! And before you could say 'Louis Armstrong' the Statue of Liberty 
was snapping her fingers, Brubeck took five, and Lawrence Welk tossed his baton into the bay. Next thing you know the Tucson Jazz 
lnstitute's Ellington Band wins first place in NYC! New York City, brother! Can you dig it?" 

I informed Toots I already knew everything there was to know about jazz thanks to an outstanding jazz documentary I had seen, the 1957 
animated Warner Brothers classic, "Three Little Bops." 

"It's the one where the Three Little Pigs' jam session is interrupted by the Big Bad Wolf. Ken Bums came close with his PBS mini-series 
'Jazz,' but nothing beats watching a porker pluck a bass." 

Exasperated, Toots put his hand on my shoulder. "Cool, man. But dig it, your look is all wrong, brother. Get in the groove. The trench coat has 
to go, dig? Start with a black turtleneck, a midnight blue attitude and a pair of shades. Do you own a pair of shades?" 

"I'm a Tucsonan, Toots. I own hundreds of sunglasses .. . I mean 'shades'." 

"Cool. Next, you have to get a black beret! Find yourself a Che Guevara beatnik beanie with an apple stem popping up out of the top so when 
it's time to blow your last note, Chet Baker and Ella can reach down, pinch it and pull you up to heaven. 

"The finishing touch is the soul patch. Can you grow one? Next time you mow that lawn on your kisser leave a wild patch south of your pie 
hole." 
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I glared at him. "Dude!" 

"watch the lingo, daddiol We are not 'dudes'! We are "cats", dig? For the next dozen days we're all cats. Cool cats! The coolest of cool cats." 

Kitten, the bartender, poured me another. She said the city could save a fortune on port-a-potties by offering litter boxes at all the venues. 

Toots was about to split. "I saved the best for last, amigos. What famous phrase uttered by a finger-snapping beatnik listening to jazz on a 
transistor radio in 'The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis' in 1961 can save your bongos in the weeks ahead?" 

In response to our blank stares Toots purred the answer: "That's pure dialect, man!" 

"Dig it, baby! It's the perfect all-purpose response to any jazz related jabber. Say you're at the festival and a groovy chick turns to you and 
says, 'Dig that avant-garde fusion-swing groove!' What's the best possible answer you have?" 

"Um .. . . That's pure dialect, man?" 

Toots smiled approval as he headed out the door. 

"Enjoy the Jazz Fest, big daddy. Plant you now, dig you later, amigos." 

Toots stopped in the doorway. " Do I hear coyotes scat singing in the distance?" 

"I believe you do." 

"Pure dialect, man." 

Listen up 

The Tucson Jazz Festival features 13 days of jazz music, food and fun through Jan. 28. 

Artists will be performing at The Screening Room, Club Congress, the Rialto Theatre and the Fox Tucson Theatre, with live music 
throughout the city every day. 

On Monday, Martin Luther King Day, Fifth Avenue will be closed from Broadway to Toole Avenue for a free day-long jazz fiesta. 
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Who's who and what's what: A Guide To The Festival 

Jazz takes over downtown Tucson this week with the inaugural HLS Properties Tuc~on Jazz Festival, 

bringing 12 days of music from Friday, Jan. 16 to Wednesday Jan. 28. 

If you're working downtown on Monday, Jan. 19, from 11 a.m. to S p.m., be sure ta catch the free 
downtown jazz fiesta, which fills the streets with local and visiting performing. For more information 

on the festival and to purchase tickets, visit tucsonjazzfestival.org. 

The festival formally kicks of.f with Jimmy Cobb with the Joey Defrancesco Quartet Tucson Jazz 
Institute Ellington Band on Friday, Jan. 16 at the Fox Tucson Theatre. Cobb is a legendary jazz 

drummer and NEA Jazz Master and the only living member of the classic "Kind of Blue" band led by 
Miles Davis. Joirning Cobb and Defrancesco is Tucson's Jazz Institute El lington Bancl comprised of high 

click to enlarge 

school musicians commuting from Nogales to Phoenix to study at this award-winning community music school. Directed by 
Doug Tidaback, the band is the number one high school big band winner two years in a row of the national Jazz at Lincoln 

02/13/2015 10:26 AM 
----------- - -



Who's who and what's what: A Guide To The Festival I Currents Feature I Tucson Weekly http://www.tucsonweekly.com/tucson/whos-who-and-whats-what-a-guide-to-the-festival/Con .. . 

3 of4 

"VictimOf Love •. " "New Kid In Town," and Don Henley's "The Heart Of The Matter." 

Tony Malaby p~rforms with his group Paloma Reico at the Screening Room on Saturday, Jan. 24, 10 p.m. The tenor 
saxophonist and his group recorded the self-titled 2009 disc on New World RecordS. The blend of this group varies greatly 
from many of ryialaby's other projects, in large part due to the presence of Ben Monder's electric guitar and the soundscapes 
he conjures, complemented t:>Y the off-kilter swing from, bassist Eivind Opsvik and drummer Nasl;ieet Waits. 

The Big Band Brunch takes place at Westin La Paloma on Sunday, Jan. 25, 11 a.m. with a tribute to Frank Sinatra performed 
by Joe Bourne and the Big Band Express. Bourne was named best entertainer by Tucson Lifestyle magazine readers in 2012. 
Big Band Express was founded in 1994 by Tom Patrick a:nd Dave Plank to promote and perform big band musi€ in Tucson 

and southern Arizona. 

Guitarist Dave Stryker joins Allan Harris artd Tucson Hard Bop Quintet on Sunday, Jan. 25, 7 p.m. at the Fox Tucson Theatre. 
Harris, a vocalist, guitarist, arranger, writer and producer, has been described as "a relaxed and tasteful crooner" by Stephen 
Holden of The New York Times. Guitarist S;tryker, who 26 CDs as a leader and another 80 as a sideman, has been voted as a 
top Jazz guitarlst in the 2014 Downbeat Critics and Readers' polls, and the magazine did a feature on him in their June 2014 

issue. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m., the Rachel Eckroth Trio performs at ttle Screening Room. Eckroth, a pianist, vocalist and 
composer, was born and rais.ed in the greater Phoenix area. She released her first solo album, Mind. She is the pianist for 

the Meredith Vieira Show's hpuse band and performs in the Tucson Jazz Festival with Jerome Jennings on drums and David 
Cutler on bass. 

The festival officially ends Wednesday, Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m. at the Fox Tucson Theatre with the great Burt Bacharach (see page 
22 for Eric Swedlund's interview with the music legend). His songs have been recorded by many jazz musicians, such as Stan 
Getz, Wes Montgomery, Diana Krall, McCoy Tyner and the Metropole Orchestra. If you don't know this man's work, then 
you've been liv~ng under a pop- music rock. You just might find yourself singing along, and that wouldn't be a bad way to 
end a satisfying music festival. 

02/13/2015 10:26 AM 
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Inaugural Tucson jazz Festival Coming in January 2015 
POSTED BY HENRY BARAJAS ON WED. MAY 21. 2014 AT 9:00 AM 

The Tucson Jazz Institute ·concord· Combo started Monday's windy launch party on the 
Playground Bar & Lounge rooftop. The jazz band recently took first place in the High School Open 
Combo Division at this year's ext Generation Jazz Festival, and recently crowdfunded $ t 1,000 to 
embark on a 7-day tour through Europe. The unofficial host of the evening was local attorney 
Elliot Glicksman, and he couldn't be more excited to announce the ambitious news. Glicksman is 
one of the many driving forces and sponsors in next year's HSL Properties: Tucson Jazz Festival. 
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Photo by Jill Knuth. 
Mayor Jonathan Rothschild hopes that the HSL Properties Tucson Jazz 

Festival will encourage more energetic family downtown events. 

The Jazz Fest will be a 10-day celebration starting on Friday, Jan. 16, until 
Sunday, Jan. 25. There will be a free outdoor concert on Martin Luther King 
Day, Jan. 19, tentatively located at the Mercado San Agustin. The intention is to 

02/20/2015 12:55 PM 
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Photo by Jill Knuth. 
Tucson Jazz Festival Art Director, Dan Coleman. 

The event sponsors include Jim Click Automotive, Holualoa Companies, Tucson 
Jazz Society, Sinfonia HealthCare Corp., Law Office of JoJene Mills, P.C., 
Northern Trust Company and more. 

Ervin says that offers have Been made for some notal:>le musiCians, out plans 
on booking local and regional talent, to perform and open for the major acts. 

For more information go to tucsonjazz.org and like the Facebook page for 
updates. 
f ags: Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, Yvonne Ervin, Dan Coleman, Tucson Jazz festival , Image 
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